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Exploring the Stand Your Ground and Castle Doctrine Laws and Their Implications
The use of these two laws has been one of the sensitive issues that continue to draw heated debates across the United States. The growing use or application of these laws in criminal homicide cases by defendants in their defense has been described as an obstacle to justice by victims of acts that these laws promote. Vivid occasions where these laws have taken center stage include the “not guilty” ruling in which Trayvon Martin was killed by George Zimmerman. Also, Michael Drejke was arrested almost one month later after killing Markeis McGlockton on July 19, 2018 (Noel Out, 2019). The use of these laws in the United States varies across the states where by some choose the Stand Your Ground law while other opting for the Caste Doctrine law. This paper presents responses to questions on the two laws: Caste Doctrine and Stand Your Ground and ascertains why the latter law should be repealed by all states in the U S.
1. Stand Your Ground Law
Also commonly known as the law of no duty to retreat. It establishes that persons have the right of defending themselves against any form of extortions to the level of applying any amount of force, irrespective of whether it could have been possible to retreat from the situation safely (Noel Out, 2019). Essentially, individuals are allowed to be steadfast and employ the usage of force if they are convinced that the threat at hand is perceived as an immediate and imminent threat to their life or can lead to serious bodily injury. States that employ the use of the Stand Your Ground law include Indiana, Texas, Kansas, Florida, Arizona, Iowa, and Louisiana, among others. 


2. The Castle Doctrine
	The Castle Doctrine  stipulates that persons only have the right to defend themselves, property, or others while they are within their abode (legally occupied vicinity such as car, home, property, or any other form of abode) using any amount of force (reasonable or deadly force), but retreat in public (Reddish, 2016). Essentially, the Castle Doctrine law accords immunity from liability to persons who in one way or another acted in defending oneself while within their abode (car, home or property) even if one could possibly have retreated in a safe way from the dangers, but unsuccessfully did not act so. It is also worth noting that a presupposition of fairness is created in the event one is defending either a home or castle.
3. The Legal System that I prefer
I will agitate for the repealing of Stand Your Ground law due to the following reasons: Firstly, the argument that this law helps to deter criminal activities or make the public safe is one of the main reasons behind it use in many states across the US.  However, based on Ward (2015), Stand Your Ground law has significantly contributed to uneven and unpredictable use of violence. In fact, the law has denied victims of acts that are committed within its law justice. Worse still, these victims are unable to seek for compensation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nevertheless, it should also be repealed due to its contribution in the rise in the cases of homicides and injuries. According to McClellan and Tekin (2017), the escalation in the homicide numbers is partly attributable to this law. The authors further notes that about 30 individuals are killed every month. Moreover, evidence also points to a correlation between the law and the rise in hospitalizations linked to fire-arm inflicted body harms. Murphy (2018) also argues that enforcement of the law- Stand Your Ground is usually unfair against not only people of color but also women in general.
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